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Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of this plan is to show how Thomas Johnson Lower School intends, over time,
to increase the accessibility of our school for disabled pupils. Thomas Johnson Lower School
is committed to providing an environment that enables full curriculum access, valuing and
including all pupils, staff, parents, and visitors, regardless of their educational, physical,
sensory, social, spiritual, emotional, and cultural needs.

Definition of Disability
According to the Equality Act 2010, a person has a disability if:

a) They have a physical or mental impairment
b) The impairment has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on their ability to carry
out normal day-to-day activities

Legal Background

Under the Equality Act 2010, all schools must have an Accessibility Plan. The Equality Act
2010 replaced all existing equality legislation, including the DDA. The effect of the laws is
the same as in the past, meaning that schools cannot lawfully discriminate against pupils
because of sex, race, disability, religion or belief, and sexual orientation.

This plan has been drawn up based upon information supplied by the Local Authority and in
conjunction with pupils, parents, staff, and governors of the school. It will advise other
school planning documents.

This Accessibility Plan outlines our school’s plans to increase access to education for
disabled pupils in three areas required by the planning duties in the DDA:

a. Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum,
including teaching and learning and the wider curriculum, such as participation in after-
school clubs, leisure, cultural activities, and school visits;

b. Improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils
can take advantage of education and associated services;

c. Improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information that is provided in writing for
pupils who are not disabled.



Section 2: Aims and Objectives

Our aims are to:

¢ Improve and maintain access to the physical environment.
¢ Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability.
e Improve the delivery of written information to pupils.

The tables below set out how the school will achieve these aims.

Improving Access to the Curriculum for Pupils with a Disability
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Improving the Delivery of Written Information to Pupils

Aim

Strategy

Outcome
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Time
Frame

Availability of
written material
in alternative
formats when
specifically
requested

The school will make itself
aware of the services
available for converting
written information into
alternative formats.

The school will be
able to provide
written information
in different formats
when requested for
individual purposes.
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Make available school
brochures, newsletters,
and other information for
parents in alternative
formats when specifically
requested (translated
documents where
possible).

Review all current school
publications and promote
the availability of
different formats when
specifically requested.

All school
information is
available on the
website.
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A link has been made
available on the website
so that information can
be translated into another

language (Feb 2019).




Improving and Maintaining Access to the Physical Environment

The school has undertaken refurbishment work in the past to ensure it is DDA compliant:
internal doors are set to a width to accommodate wheelchairs, the building has wheelchair
access, there is a lift for access to the second floor, there are disabled toilets at both ends of
the school. One of these is a wet room.
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This plan will be reviewed annually to ensure continued effectiveness and compliance.



